
About This Report
Each year the CIVICUS State of Civil Society Report examines the major events that involve and affect civil society

around the world. Our report is of, from and for civil society, drawing from a wide range of interviews with people close
to the major stories of the day, CIVICUSʼ ongoing programme of research and analysis, and findings from the CIVICUS

Monitor online platform tracking the space for civil society around the world. This report kicked off a series of dialogues
around 'Reimagining Democracy'; a synthesis of these dialogues is published in the report Democracy for All: Beyond

a Crisis of Imagination.
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TIMELINE: 2017 YEAR IN REVIEW
As 2017 gave way to 2018, many in civil society found renewed purpose in striving to make democracy real, and to demand
human dignity and justice. Even as attacks on civil society have become more brazen, the story of the past year was one of
resolute resistance against the tide of restrictions on fundamental freedoms and democratic values. This timeline looks
back at some of the major events of 2017 for civil society.

JANUARY 2017

MILLIONS DEMONSTRATE AGAINST TRUMP’S ADMINISTRATION
2017 proved a year of mass protests around the world. Ahead of the inauguration of Donald Trump as President of the
United States of America, huge numbers of people mobilised in protests to defend rights and decry racism, sexism and
climate change denial.

JANUARY 2017

THE GAMBIA’S AUTHORITARIAN RULER HEADS INTO EXILE
2017 also opened with some notable civil society successes. When the Gambia’s President Yahya Jammeh tried to cling to
power despite losing an election, united civil society action was a crucial part of the pressure that forced him to accept the
people’s verdict.

FEBRUARY 2017

THOUSANDS MARCH AGAINST CORRUPTION IN ROMANIA
Mass protests in Romania in February forced the government to shelve plans to soften punishments for corruption. Anti-
corruption protests have become a regular feature of the Romanian landscape, indicating both how angry Romania’s
people are about the impacts of corruption on their lives, but also how difficult it is to challenge this ingrained problem.

MARCH 2017

METAL MINING BAN PASSED IN EL SALVADOR
El Salvador became the first country in the world to impose a ban on metal mining in March, setting an example that
others could follow. The mining ban law came after years of civil society advocacy and resistance to harmful mining
projects.

MARCH 2017

CORRUPT LEADER OUSTED IN SOUTH KOREA
Overwhelming public pressure, mobilised through mass protests, helped lead to the impeachment and ousting of
President Park Guen-hye in March. Protests came after revelations of systematic corruption.

APRIL 2017

TURKEY’S PRESIDENT EXTENDS HIS POWER
In April, Turkey’s dictatorial President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan vastly increased his powers after narrowly winning a
referendum. The referendum was preceded by a sustained campaign to prevent dissent, including through widespread
detentions of his critics.

APRIL 2017

INTERNET ACCESS RESTORED IN CAMEROON AFTER LENGTHY SHUTDOWN
After 93 days, internet access was finally restored to Cameroon’s Anglophone regions. The lengthy blackout came in
response to protests about the long-running sense of marginalisation Anglophone communities experience in the
predominantly Francophone country. Protests and the repression of dissent continue.

MAY 2017

NEW LAW FURTHER WORSENS CONDITIONS FOR CIVIL SOCIETY IN EGYPT
In May, a draconian new law came into effect in Egypt, imposing a fresh wave of bureaucratic regulations and restrictions
on CSOs. The law was passed in a context where the space for civil society had already been severely curtailed under an
ongoing state of emergency.

JUNE 2017

FUNDING OF CIVIL SOCIETY UNDER ATTACK FROM NEW LAW IN HUNGARY
A new law passed in Hungary in June made it harder for CSOs to receive international funding and increased the state’s
ability to interfere in civil society activities. The law was passed in a context where independent civil society is being
vilified by the ruling party of President Viktor Orbán.

JULY 2017

PROTESTS PEAK WITH ONE-DAY NATIONAL STRIKE IN VENEZUELA
Venezuela saw widespread protests in 2017, culminating in a one-day national strike in July, as an economic crisis
combined with increasing political conflict. Security forces used horrific violence to suppress protests, while shortages in
food and other essentials fuelled a growing humanitarian crisis.

AUGUST 2017

MYANMAR’S ROHINGYA PEOPLE FACE HUMANITARIAN EMERGENCY
Myanmar’s Rohingya minority were pushed into a full-blown humanitarian and human rights emergency in August when
they became the targets of a sustained and brutal campaign of military violence. Hundreds of thousands of people were
left displaced in Bangladesh. Civil society struggled to respond, and was denied access to areas where violence was
occuring.

SEPTEMBER 2017

CIVIL SOCIETY RESPONDS TO NATURAL DISASTERS IN LATIN AMERICA AND
THE CARIBBEAN
In September, civil society, including local and community-based civil society, mobilised to respond to the devastating
impacts of Hurricanes Irma and Maria in the Caribbean, and to two earthquakes that struck Mexico. Once again, the vital
role of civil society in frontline response was demonstrated.

SEPTEMBER 2017

SPEAK! CITIZEN-LED EVENTS AROUND THE WORLD CELEBRATE
FUNDAMENTAL CIVIL LIBERTIES
The annual SPEAK! campaign, convened by CIVICUS, saw four days of global action in September, demonstrating the hope
and power that comes when people unite across borders and speak as one. Over 46,000 people participated in 232 events
in 65 countries, with more than 7.5 million people reached online. SPEAK! is a global campaign to raise awareness of
increasing attacks on fundamental freedoms, break down barriers of division and build global solidarity.

OCTOBER 2017

INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN TO ABOLISH NUCLEAR WEAPONS AWARDED
NOBEL PEACE PRIZE
The positive difference civil society makes to the world was recognised at the highest level in October, with the award of
the Nobel Peace Prize to the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) for its pioneering work in
advocating for the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. The Treaty was adopted in July and opened for signature
in September.

NOVEMBER 2017

UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY HIGHLIGHTS THE NEED TO PROTECT
HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS
In November the UN General Assembly adopted an important new resolution on the protection of human rights defenders.
In a global context where many states and non-state groups are attacking human rights defenders, the resolution called
for the greater exchange of good practice in the protection of human rights defenders, and increased UN-level reporting
on their protection.

DECEMBER 2017

GLOBAL CIVIL SOCIETY MEETING CALLS FOR SOLIDARITY AND RADICAL
CHANGE TO DEAL WITH COMMON CRISES
Over 700 people from more than 100 countries came together in Fiji in December for International Civil Society Week,
convened by CIVICUS and the Pacific Island Association of Non-Governmental Organisations. The gathering shone the
global spotlight on critical issues in Oceania, such as the daily reality of climate change in small island states. Other key
issues addressed by participants were the ongoing attack on civic space, the current crisis of democracy in many countries
and rising economic inequality.
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Year In Review: By The Month
Our monthly Year in Review looks back at the key stories for civil society in 2017; the major events that civil society was

involved in, responded to and was impacted by.
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OVERVIEW: TOP TEN TRENDS
“What is perhaps unusual about this year s̓ report is the focus on the resistance and the fact that the fightback is on, ” is one of
the key findings of the State of Civil Society Report 2018. The report identifies 10 key trends that impacted on civil society in
2017 and are continuing in 2018, including:

Globalised neoliberalism is failing people all around the world;
Polarising politics are dividing our societies;
Personal rule by political leaders is undermining democratic institutions;
Attacks are increasing on journalists reporting on corruption and public protests;
Growing surveillance and manipulation of opinion is betraying the promise of social media;
Uncivil society is claiming civil society space;
Multilateralism is in the firing line;
The private sector's growing role in governance demands more scrutiny;
Patriarchy is now firmly under the spotlight;
Civil society is fighting back and building resolute resistance.
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